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and appearance when Henry first married her
that he was not then a healthy man. But
later she had miscarriage after miscarriage, and
still-born child after still-born child. Only one
child survived; Princess Mary, born in February
1516. There was no son and no other surviving
issue when, five years later, it was known that
Catherine could bear no more children. That
was round about 1521-22.
Now here arises an important point. To what
extent was Henry influenced in the abominable
thing he did by the desire for an heir? Did
his wronging of Catherine have any excuse in
his disappointment at having only a daughter
to succeed him?
The white-washers of Henry and the defenders
of the great tragedy of the Reformation have
argued with all their weight on that side. They
have pretended in different degrees of sincerity
that Catherine's ill success in providing him
with an heir is the root of the affair. No one
who reads the contemporary documents of the
time can believe that.
The root of the affair was Henry's miserable
infatuation with Anne Boleyn. But the first
duty of the historian is to be just; and we must
allow a certain weight to Henry's desire for a
male heir. These things cannot be put in exact
proportion or percentages, but if one attempts